Creating a Song with a 4th Grade Class

1. Ahead of time the class will made a list of words or phrases having to do with what they found most interesting in the unit they just completed.

2. I come to class and introduce myself with a song I wrote; has anyone here ever written a song?  Has anyone ever written a poem?  Well, the lyrics, or words to a song are a special kind of poetry. (5 min or so)  Today, we are going to write a chorus of a song.  The chorus is the main idea, or what the song is about.  The chorus of a song always repeats itself at least once.

3. Review the list that the class made in conversation.  Go over every item and ask the class what each one means to them.  Get the children’s energy and understanding of the topic.  This should take 15 minutes.

4. Have each student write a sentence about the most interesting aspect of what the class has studied. (5 min)

5. Look at the sentences and choose one that grabs me, pointing out that in the process of creating, you don’t judge good or bad; you simply allow it to flow.

6. “Building bridges is fun,” for example….What rhymes with fun? (class will come up with a rhyme upon which I will write the next line.  Then I will form a simple chorus like:  Building bridges is fun/building bridges is fun/walk from one side to the other when your work is done/building bridges is fun.  Simple chorus; the title is in the first line and the last, just like lots of songs on the radio!

7. Use the guitar – is this a sad idea?  (Play minor chords)  Give them different styles…Oo!  I’ve got it!  Listen to this!  It’s like a blues type song!  Put is to music quickly, work on meter of sentences

8. Hey!  Check it out!  I’m going to sing a line and then you repeat; then I’ll sing two lines and you repeat, etc until the class knows the chorus.  

9. Rehearse; record songs twice and leave them with a tape! (the other copy is for me)  Also bring 5 minute cassettes and labels. 

